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Preface

During the years 2015–2019, I was a doctoral researcher at the Department of Law
of the European University Institute (EUI). This book is the product of that
experience. My interest in the relationship between EU law and public services
stems from my time as a postgraduate law student at the University of Edinburgh.
Like most, I considered this relationship an internal issue, concerning primarily the
rules of the single market and their impact on public services. While drafting my
application for the EUI, I frequently came across news articles claiming that new
EU trade and investment agreements, specifically TTIP and CETA, would threaten
public services. It struck me that there was also an external dimension to the
relationship between EU law and public services. This book examines the external
dimension of this relationship together with its effect on the internal dimension. The
relevance of this subject endures as the possible impact of EU trade and investment
agreements on public services continues to receive widespread attention from both
civil society and academia.

Against the backdrop of a growing body of legal scholarship, the overarching
question of this book is whether public services are treated as they should be in EU
trade and investment agreements. This raises several sub-questions: how interna-
tional trade and investment rules affect public services; what obligation the EU has
to public services; does this extend to its international agreements; and, if so, do its
external agreements satisfy this obligation. The book examines the rules and dis-
ciplines of a broad range of EU agreements as well as their impact on the organ-
isation and provision of public services. Three main arguments are advanced. First,
the extent to which international trade and investment rules impact public services
depends on two factors: the model of trade and/or investment and the public service
system with which that model interacts. Second, public services are a shared value
of the Union that should help shape its trade and investment policy. In this regard,
the book claims the external treatment of public services should cohere with the
equivalent internal treatment of public services. Third, in its agreements, the EU
tailors international trade and investment law in a fashion that seeks to accom-
modate its obligation to public services.
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